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(54) Printing system. 



(57) In a color printer system, an interactive user 
interface allows a choice between one- 
"button" (62) automatic control of color output 
or multibutton control of color output, with both 
automatic and manual options providing inde- 
pendent control for color halftoning and for 
color correction based on the types (41-43) of 
objects to be printed. The preferred form allows 
independent print-rendering options for text 
(43), graphics (42) and photo images (41). 
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This invention relates generally to colour printing, and more specifically to printing different types of colour 
objects in the same printout 

The following related applications are assigned to the assignee of the present application and are incor- 
porated herein by reference, the European applications listed having the same filing date as this application: 
5 European patent application no. (N2988), European patent application no. 

(N2987), European patent application no. (N2991), European patent application 

no. (N2990), European patent application no. (N2989), US patent 

application serial no. 08/188,618, US patent application Serial No. 08/57,244, and US patent application Serial 
No. 08/60,285. 

10 The use of color monitors for computers has accelerated the need for color printers which can produce a 

satisfactory printout of what is displayed on the screen. Part of the problem arises from the subjective nature 
of color. Color is a sensation produced by the combined effects of light, objects and human vision. A particular 
color or combination of colors may be appealing to one person while at the same time being offensive to an- 
other. 

is Another part of the problem arises from the different color technologies used in computer monitors and 

color printers. For example, computer monitors are based on a color gamut of red, green and blue pixels (RGB) 
while color printers such as inkjet printers are typically based on a color gamut of cyan, magenta, yellow and 
black (CMYK). The RGB color components of computer monitors are combined together in an "additive" way 
by mixing red, green and blue light rays to form a first variety of different colors, while the CMYK components 

20 of color inks are applied to media in different combinations in a "subtractive" way to form a second variety of 
different colors. A number of different color management techniques have been used on order to provide some 
form of matching between the colors viewed on a computer monitor and the colors printed by a specific printer 
using a given ink formula on a particular type of med ia. Such color management techniques have also employed 
different types of halftoning in order to improve the color output of printers. 

25 Desktop publishing software programs have created additional problems by allowing different types of ob- 

jects to be combined together into a composite document, such as photographic images, business graphics 
(e.g., charts), and scalable text in both color and black. By skewing the printer color output to ensure satisfac- 
tory color printing of photographic images, the business graphics in the same document often appear washed 
out and lose their impact. By skewing the printer color output to ensure satisfactory color printing of saturated 

30 vivid colors for business graphics, the photographic image in the same document loses its lifelike appearance. 

Some of the aforementioned color printing problems have been partially solved by providing manually con- 
trolled printer settings to get the best results available. In addition, sophisticated users who demand exact color 
matching between screen and printout have obtained some solutions through color management software in- 
corporated in the computer operating system as well as color management software incorporated into third 

35 party software applications. Also, some color matching technology has been incorporated into printer drivers 
which provide the translation interface between a particular computer and/or software application running in 
the computer and a color printer which acts as a hardcopy output device. 
The present invention seeks to provide an improved printing system. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is provided a printing system as specified in claim 

40 1. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method of controlling the quality 
of printing as specified in claim 8. 

It is possible with the invention to provide color management technology which allows for either automatic 
or customized settings respecting color correction as well as halftoning, and which allows different color 
45 schemes to be used for different types of objects such as photo images, business graphics, color text, and 
black text. 

The invention can provide a method of automatic and manual control for different print rendering options 
based on the type of color object to be printed. A printer system may include an interactive user interface with 
a choice between one-button automatic control of color output, or alternatively multi-button manual control of 
so color output. Independent selections for halftone techniques and for color correction can be separately made 
for different types of color objects such as text, graphics and photo images. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is provided a printing system for use in printing ob- 
jects of any of plural different color-object types; said system comprising a color printer; and a printer control 
device with a user interface having an option for controlling two separate print-quality characteristics based 
55 on the type of color object to be printed by said color printer. 

Preferably, said user interface includes a dialog screen having a control for invoking said option of con- 
trolling two separate print-quality characteristics with said two separate print-quality characteristics being 
based on the type of color object to be printed. 
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The control may include a visual representation of a single control button; and means responsive to phys- 
ical interaction with said visual representation of a single control button for invoking said option. 

The two-characteristic-controlling option may be for controlling said two characteristics, based on the type 
of object, automatically. 

5 Preferably, said user interface includes another option for manually controlling said two separate print- 

quality characteristics based on the type of object to be printed. 

Another option may include dialog screen means for enabling manual selection of two separate print- 
quality characteristics based on the type of color object to be printed. 

The dialog screen means may enable manual selection of a halftone technique as well as manual selection 
10 of a color correction based on the type of color object to be printed. 

Advantageously, said user interface includes a further option to enable manual control of the lightness 
range for various types of color objects to be printed. 

The user interface may include a dialog screen having a first control for invoking said option of automat- 
ically controlling two separate print-quality characteristics with said two separate print-quality characteristics 
15 being based on the type of color object to be printed; and a second control for invoking another option for man- 
ually controlling said two separate print-quality characteristics based on the type of color object to be printed. 

Advantageously, said user interface may include a third control for invoking a further option for choosing 
monochrome printing of the various types of color objects to be printed. 

The user may display manual default settings for said two separate print-quality characteristics when said 
20 second control is actuated. 

Preferably, said printer control device has predetermined automatic default settings for said two separate 
print-quality characteristics when said first control is actuated. 

The predetermined automatic default settings are preferably the same as said manual default settings. 
The user may allow the creation of new default settings for said two separate print-quality characteristics 
25 when said second control is actuated, which new default settings are different from original default settings 
which exist at the time said second control is actuated. 

In an embodiment, said user interface includes a fourth control for returning from said new default settings 
to said original default settings. 

The user interface may include an additional option to enable printing of various types of color objects 
30 based on a preloaded lookup table. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method of allowing document 
having different types of objects, comprising the steps of providing a user interface with a first option for choos- 
ing automatic control of printer output based on the type of color object to be printed; and allowing a second 
option for choosing a manual control of printer output based on the type of color object to be printed. 
35 Preferably, said allowing step includes displaying a plurality of choices for halftoning different types of color 

objects as well as displaying a plurality of choices for color-correcting different types of color objects. 

The method may include the additional step of providing a third option of choosing monochrome printing 
of various color objects to be printed. 

The allowing step may include displaying a plurality of additional choices including a choice for controlling 
40 the lightness of the printout of various color objects. 

Preferably, said allowing step includes displaying a plurality of additional choices including a choice for 
calibrating a screen on which a document to be printed is viewed. 

The allowing step may also include displaying a plurality of additional choices including a choice for cali- 
brating a screen on which a document to.be printed is viewed. 
45 The allowing step may also include displaying a plurality of additional choices including a choice for con- 

trolling the color characteristics of the printout of various color objects based on a preloaded lookup table. 
The providing step may include automatic control of two different print-rendering characteristics. 
Preferably, said providing step includes automatic control of halftoning and automatic control of color cor- 
rection based on the type of color object to be printed. 
50 in the preferred embodiment, said allowing step includes manual control of two different print-rendenng 

characteristics.. 

The allowing step may also include manual control of halftoning and manual control of color correction 
based on the type of color object to be printed. 

Advantageously, said providing step also includes automatic control of two different printing characters- 
55 tics based on whether the color objects to be printed are photograph-like images or graphics or text 

The allowing step may include manual control of two different printing characteristics based on whether 
the color objects to be printed are photograph-like or graphics or text. 

As will be apparent, it is possible to provide a printing system for use in printing objects of any of various 
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different color-object types. The system would include a user interface for controlling two separate print-quality 
characteristics based on the type of color object to be printed. 

In a preferred embodiment of printing method, there may be provided a user interface with a first option 
for choosing automatic and/or manual control of printer output based on the type of color object to be printed. 
5 Automatic control may be provided by means of system default values. 

It is thus possible to provide a system which can simplify and reduce the color-management-setting de- 
cision-making demands on human operators by applying object type to control or trigger two separate print- 
quality characteristics - a particularly powerful aid, in the modern context of multiple objects and plural object 
types in each composite document. The benefits of object-type-dependent printer output can be made avail- 
to able to both sophisticated, demanding users (who may wish to control carefully each aspect of printing, object 
type by object type) and those who wish to rely instead on the system designers' color judgement - thus bridging 
the gap between the needs of both groups. 

Preferably the interface includes a dialog screen having a control for invoking the two-characteristic, type- 
dependent-control option described above. The dialog-screen control may include a visual representation of 
15 a single control button, and some means for invoking that option in response to physical interaction with that 
visual representation. 

Advantageously, the dialog screen enables manual selection of a halftone technique, as well as manual 
selection of a color correction, both based on the type of color object to be printed. Preferably, the user interface 
includes an option to enable manual control of the lightness range of objects to be printed. 
20 The user interface may display manual default settings for the two separate print-quality characteristics, 

when a control is actuated to make manual selections. Predetermined automatic default settings may be pro- 
vided for the two separate print-quality characteristics when a control is actuated to invoke automatic selec- 
tions. 

To reduce operator confusion and apparent complexity of the system, in use, it is preferable that the pre- 
25 determined automatic default settings be the same as the manual default settings. It is also preferable that 
the user interlace allow the creation of new default settings for the two separate print-quality characteristics, 
different from original or factory-preset default settings. This last-mentioned feature can relieve a user who 
wishes to use personally preferred settings of the chore of entering them repetitively. An additional control, 
however, may also be desirable to allow the system to be returned from such "new" default settings to original 
30 default settings - in case a system changes hands or has multiple users or the like. 

The system may include automatic control of two different printing characteristics, based on whether color 
objects to be printed are photograph-like images, graphics or text 

An embodiment of the present invention is described below, by way of example only, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
35 Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a preferred embodiment of a computer system; 

Figs. 2A, 2B, 3Aand 3B are a flow chart showing how automatic and manual options in the system of Fig. 
1 are used to produce a color printout of a composite document; 

Figs. 4 and 5 show a sequence of interactive computer screens generated during the process of Figs. 2A, 
2B, 3A and 3B; 

40 FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram for producing color photo printouts in accordance with the preferred 

embodiment of FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 7 is a halftone flow chart for the preferred embodiment of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 8 is a color control flow chart for the preferred embodiment of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 9 is a functional block diagram showing the relationship of color control and halftoning in processing 
45 and printing photographic images; 

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram showing the different color gamuts of visible light, a computer screen, and 
a printer which are used in the color control flow chart of FIG. 8; and 
FIGS. 11 and 12 show a typical color inkjet printer. 

Generally speaking, the described embodiment can provide improved print quality for composite docu- 
so ments which have different types of objects to be printed in the same document and in many instances on the 
same page. In an exemplary printer system as illustrated in the drawings, one or more different types of color 
objects 41-43 (Fig. 2) are identified and flagged 54 (Fig. 3); a preferred rendering option, such as halftoning, 
and/or color matching is selected for each one of such different color-object types; and then the document is 
printed in accordance with the rendering and color-control options selected for each of such different color - 
55 object types. 

The color inkjet system of the preferred embodiment includes a printer 56 (Figs. 1 and 3) coupled througft 
a printer driver 32 to applications (or operating-system) software 31 running in a host computer 44. A set of 
default halftoning techniques and default color-matching maps is incorporated in the printer system for auto- 

4 



EP 0 665 675 A2 



matic invocation whenever objects of respective particular color-object types are to be printed in the absence 
of user selections. 

It is possible to provide either automatic or manual implementation of various color-control and rendering 
options. For example, in the color inkjet system shown an interactive user interface allows a choice between 

5 one-"button" 62 automatic control 53A of color output or multibutton control 63-99 of color output, with both 
automatic and manual options providing independent control for color halftoning 90 and for color correction 
81 based on the types of objects to be printed. The preferred form allows separate print-control options for 
text 43 , graphics 42 and photo (or photograph-like) images 41. 

Different print-quality modes 65 in the printer invoke 11, 12 different print-rendering options 21, 22 for a 

10 particular object to be printed. In the exemplary embodiment, a printer control 65 automatically invokes an er- 
ror-diffusion halftoning technique 22 for photo images 41 whenever a high-quality mode 66 is designated, and 
automatically invokes a dither halftoning technique 21 for photo images 41 whenever a normal 67 or fast 68 
print mode is designated. 

It is important to note that the location of the color-management functionality is somewhat flexible within 

15 the printer system. Such functionality in the presently preferred version of the invention is primarily in the printer 
driver 32, but it could be implemented in the printer driver and/or printer 56 firmware — and/or even in the printer 
56 hardware (e. q. , custom integrated circuits, etc.). 

The preferred embodiment is incorporated in an inkjet printer of the type shown in Fig. 11. In particular, 
inkjet printer 110 includes an input tray 112 containing sheets of a printing medium 114, which pass through a 

20 print zone and are fed past an exit 118 into an output tray 116. 

As seen in Figs. 11 and 12, a movable carriage 120 holds print cartridges 122, 124, 126 and 128 which 
in turn respectively hold yellow (Y), magenta (M), cyan (C) and black (K) inks. The front of the carriage has a 
support bumper 130, which rides along a guide 132; while the back of the carriage has multiple bushings such 
as 134, which ride along a slide rod 136. 

25 The position of the carriage as it travels back and forth across the medium is determined from an encoder 

strip 1 38. This position information is used to selectively fire the various ink nozzles on each print cartridge at 
the appropriate times during each carriage scan. 

Referring next to Figure 1, there is shown in schematic form an embodiment of computer system for pro- 
ducing and printing documents in colour. The system includes a computer 44 provided with a colour monitor 

30 45, a user interface 60-99 of any convenient form, and a colour printer driver 32 operative to drive the printer 
56 to produce documents 57 in colour. The computer 31 is driven by appropriate software applications 31. 

The printer driver 32 provides in blocks 54 for the identification of the object type of document objects, 
that is whether they are photographs, drawings or text. Once the object type or types have been identified, 
the driver flags the objects with their object type at block 54. 

35 At blocks 53/55, the printer driver 32 provides halftone programs, colour maps, setting of lightness, for col- 

our screen calibration and necessary and desired media information. These blocks can provide either auto- 
matic colour control and automatic half tone at blocks 55A or manual colour options at lock 55B. Figures 2A, 
2B, 3A and 3B show in more detail the preferred process for producing and printing composite colour docu- 
ments. 

40 Referring first to Figure 2A, the computer 44 is provided with a colour enabled software desktop publishing 

application which enables a user to generate pages of a document by selecting objects such as text 43 and 
graphics 42 and to scan into the document photographs 41 and the like. As shown in Figure 2A, the inputted 
objects can be laid out onto the page, specifying colours for the graphics, in this example a pie-chart 42. and 
also for the text 43. 

45 As can be seen in Figure 2B ? printing of the completed page provides in a menu 61, in this example, three 

printing options, the first being an automatic option 62 in which the system determines the optimum printer 
colour mixes on the basis of the object types and printer colours. The second option is a manual colour option 
63 in which the user can customise the colour settings so as to achieve desired results. The third option allows 
the page to be printer in monochrome, using any suitable grey scale. 

so When the manual colour option 63 is selected, the system provides a manual option menu 80 in which 

parameters of each object type (text, graphics and photographs in this example) can be adjusted. The adjust- 
able parameters in this example are colour, between three settings, halftone, also between three settings, and 
lightness. 

Operation of the printer driver 32 in the automatic colour mode 62 and through the manual option menu 
55 80 is shown in Figures 3A and 3B respectively. Once the page has been designed, the printer driver, at step 
54A, receives the data file of the page and then determines, through object identification, the elements making 
up the page and tags these accordingly. In the example shown, the page includes four elements, a photograph, 
a pie chart a title in colour and text in black. 
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In the automatic mode shown in Figure 3A, at step 55A, the system assigns the correct halftoning and col- 
our map to each colour object These parameters will automatically adjust the printer so as to produce the op- 
timum printed version of the generate page. The generated data page is then sent to the printer, at step 56A, 
for printing at step 57A. The result is a colour page equivalent to the view displayed on the monitor 45. 

On the other hand, in the manual mode, the objects making up the page are tagged at step 54B in similar 
manner as in the automatic mode. Following this tagging, the user is given the option to customise the printer's 
halftoning, lightness and colour settings to change the appearance of the page. The adjusted data page is then 
transmitted to the printer at step 56B for printing at step 57B to produce a printed page equivafent to the ad- 
justed page. 

The above-described colour modes are preferably displayed in menu format. Referring to Figure 4, prior 
to the actual printing step 57Aor 57B, the user is presented with a printing menu providing various printing 
options. Figure 4 shows two possible menu formats, the upper format 60 shown giving various printer set up 
options which are treated as default settings in a printer set up menu for the lower printing format 60\ The 
Print setup menu may be of the type provided in Windows 3.1 (TM) developed by Microsoft Corporation. 

When the manual colour mode is selected, the system displays menus of the type shown in Figure 5. 

The preferred embodiment makes use of and performs in the environment of well-known commercially 
available color-matching specifications and operating-system software whose use is very widespread. These 
are respectively Pantone R Color and Microsoft's Windows R 3.1; the following details accordingly, for definite- 
ness, are couched in terms of these familiar modules. The role of Pantone in this environment is, in essence, 
as arbiter of what may be called "true" color; however, those skilled in the field will understand that even this 
represents simply an effort to provide a reliably expert evaluation of what is inherently subjective. 

The preferred embodiment further has been embodied in color printing devices 56, 110 commercially avail- 
able from the Hewlett Packard Company as its DeskJets model 1200C and PaintJet*© model XL300. in ab- 
breviated form: DJ 1200C and PJ XL300 respectively. 

Readers skilled in the art, however, will appreciate that the described embodiments are not limited to this 
environment and could be applied in any of a great variety of present and future color-matching/operating-sys- 
tem/ printer environments. 

In Windows® 3.1 , Microsoft developed the concept of a so-called "common print dialog" 70 (Fig. 4). This 
"dialog" screen is called from different points within the application or from Windows directly. When this dialog 
function 70 has been used, some features of the color-printing-driver 32 "Setup Dialog" screen 60 have been 
addressed already; these features are "Orientation" 71 , "Media Size" (e. g. , paper size) 73 and "Media Source" 
( e. g. , paper source) 72. 

These features therefore need not be presented to the user again in the print-driver 32 "Setup Dialog". 
With this in mind, the driver is best configured to display only a modified version 60' of the Setup Dialog 60 
when the driver 32 is called from the common print dialog 70. 

As shown in Fig. 5, the user options presented in the driver's "Manual Color Options" screen 80 are divided 
into two categories. The first category 81 -93 contains the settings labeled "Printed Color Control" 81 and "Harf- 
toning" 90. These options can be selected on an object-by-object 41-43 basis; the object types in this case 
are text 85, graphics 86 and photos or photo-like images -- 87. 

Table 1: LIGHTNESS SLIDER settings and functions 



so 



Color Control 


Y value for indicated slider setting 


lightest 


lighter 


normal 


darker 


darkest 


Accurate Match 


0.5 


0.7 


1.0 


1.2 


1.4 


Clear and Vibrant 


0.5 


0.7 


1.0 


1.2 


1.4 


No Adjustment 


0.3 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1.0 



55 



In other words, the Printed Color Control 81 can be set for text 85 to a mode that is different from the mode 
or modes selected for graphics 86 and for photographic images or the like 87. The Halftoning method 90 too 
can be different for the three different types of objects 85-87. 

The second category 96, 97 contains the "Lightness" slider 96 and the "Lookup-Table Colors" (e. g. , •Pan- 
tone Colors") mode control 97. In the preferred embodiment these options can be set only on a job-by-job basis. 
This means that the Lightness 96 and Lookup-Table mode 97 act upon the entire job regardless of what types 
of objects are in each job (or on each page of the job). 



6 



EP 0 665 675 A2 



The driver adjusts the incoming red, green and blue (RGB) data by applying a "gamma" (contrast function) 
correction to produce adjusted RGB data as indicated in Table 1. 

In configuring the preferred embodiment, the color transfer functions of both the DJ 1200C and the PJ 
XL300 were characterized to create a lookup (e. g. , Pantone® Color) table to be incorporated into the driver. 
When this mode is selected, the driver checks all incoming RGB values against the key values provided by 
the lookup table. If there is an exact match, then the driver maps (i. e. , translates) the incoming RGB value 
into the correct (as discerned by Pantone) RGB value to send to the printer - to produce the closest approx- 
imation of the Pantone color selected. 



Table 2: PRINTED COLOR CONTROL/HALFTONING selections 
for TEXT and GRAPHICS 





Halftone 


Color-Control setting 




15 


setting 


Clear and 
Vivid 


Accurate 
Match 


No 

Adjustment 




20 


Scatter 


HMS color map 
(#1) 


Accurate map 
(#8) 


RGB 
pass-through 


color 
^"map" 




HPL noise 


HPL noise 


HPL noise 


Jialf- 
*~toning 


25 


Cluster 


HMS color map 
(#2) 


Accurate map 
(#9) 


RGB 

pass -through 


^color 
*~"map lf 


30 


Current 
Cluster 
dither 


Current 
Cluster 
dither 




Current 
Cluster 
dither 


^half- 
toning 


Pattern 


HMS color map 
(#3) 


Accurate map 
(#10) 


RGB 

pass -through 


^color 
"map" 


35 


Current 
Bayer 
dither 


Current 
Bayer 
dither 


Current 
Bayer 
dither 


^half- 
toning 



Only so-called "Plain Paper" has been Pantone certified for the DJ 1200C; and "Special Paper" for the PJ 
40 XL300. In operating a system according to the preferred embodiment, if a user attempts to select the "Look- 
up-Table Colors" ("Pantone Colors") checkbox when the appropriate type 74/74' of medium is not selected, a 
warning message appears. 

" Defaults" button 98 (Fig. 5) — This control resets all the user options in this dialog to the factory-default 
values for the prevailing mode. These defaults 85786787785"/86"/87" are shown in the "Manual Color Options 
45 Dialog" screen display 80 of Fig. 5. 

"Calibrate Screen" button 99 This control brings up the so-called "Calibration" utility. An operator will 
use this when it is desired to recalibrate the monitor in order to assemble and store 14 new color maps (tables) 
for an "Accurate Screen Match" mode. 
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Table 3: PRINTED COLOR CONTROL/HALFTONING selections 
for PHOTOGRAPHIC images 



5 


Halftone I 


Color -Control setting 






setting J 


Clear and 
Vivid 


Accurate 
Match 


Mo 

Adjustment 


key 


10 


jlHMS color map 
| (#4, 5) 


Accurate map 
(#8, 11) 


RGB 
pass-through 


^color 
""map" 


15 


scatter y 


HPL noise 
with CV 
or CMYK 

Err. Diff. 


HPL noise 
with CV 
or CMYK 

Err. Diff. 


HPL noise 
with CV 
or CMYK 

Err. Diff. 


^half- 
toning 




Cluster 


HMS color map 
(#6) 


Accurate map 
(#9) 


RGB 

pass -through 


color 
""map" 


20 


Current 
I Cluster 
| dither 


Current 
Cluster 
dither 


Current 
Cluster 
dither 


^half- 
toning 


25 


Pattern 


HMS color map 
(#7) 


Accurate map 
(#10) 


RGB 
pass-through 


color 
""map" 


on 


Current 
Bayer 
dither 


Current 
Bayer 
dither 


Current 
Bayer 
dither 


Jialf- 
"toning 



Tables 2 and 3 show the types of color matching (or "mapping" 82-84) and halftoning 21-27, 91, 92 (Figs. 
6 through 9) that are implemented in the driver 32 for the various user-selectable options or settings in this 
user-interface dialog 80. Following are definitions of the table entries. 
35 "HMS type color map" 82 (Fig. 9) - This is a color-correction relationship used to boost the vibrancy of 

the hue associated with an input or given RGB value, as indicated by the designation "Vivid Color" in Figs. 6 
through 9. 

"Accurate color map" 83 — This is an alternative relationship created when a user calibrates the monitor 
with screen calibration 99 (that is, using the "Calibration" utility 14 mentioned above) in order to get printed 
40 output 57 that matches what is on the user's screen 45. This map 83 is then called up if the user actuates 81 
(Fig. 6) the "Match Screen" selection 83 of Fig. 5. 

"No Adjustment" 84 - With this setting the driver 32 does not do any processing of incoming RGB data. 
This is the mode an operator may use to control exactly the RGB values that are sent to the printer 56. 

"HPL Noise with CV" 21 (Figs. 6, 7 and 9) This "Halftoning" 90 option utilizes a 128x128-byte so-called 
45 "Noise dither" matrix 27, along with conversion 25 of RGB data into "Color Vector" ("CV") data. This option 
provides quality closer to that of "Error Diffusion" (see below), with about the speed of normal dithering 91 . 
92. 

This option is invoked in the "Fast" 68 or "Normal" 67 printing mode when "Scatter" halftoning is selected. 
"HPL Noise" halftoning 93 is disdosed in the above-mentioned copending applications Serial 57,244 and 
so 60,285; and "HPL Noise with CV" 21 is disclosed in European patent applications No. 
(N2990) and (N2991), filed concurrently with this document. 

"CMYK Err Diff" 22 - This "Halftoning" option utilizes a CMYK (cyan-magenta-yellow-black) "Error Diffu- 
sion" algorithm. This provides the highest-quality output (for photograph-like images only), but is the slowest 
halftoning method. 

55 It is used when the system is set to its "High Quality" printing mode 66 and "Scatter" halftoning 93 is se- 

lected. CMYK Error Diffusion 22 is disclosed in European patent application no. 
(N2989), filed concurrently herewith. 

"Current Cluster dither" - This is the same "Cluster dither" 91 that is in earlier DJ 1200C and PJ XL300 
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printers, method is faster than Error Diffusion 22 and provides good edge definition for text and graphics. 

"Current Bayer dither" - This is the same so-called "Pattern dither* 92 that is in earlier DJ 1200C and PJ 
XL300 printers - again, those uninfluenced by the described embodiments. This method has the same speed 
as Cluster dither 91 and has been preferred by some users. 
5 The total number of maps needed is shown also in the matrices above. There will be 11 maps needed for 

all the combinations of color matching modes and half tone methods. 

This is a significant increase in the number of maps shipped and will definitely put the space required for 
installation above the amount that can fit onto one disk. Therefore, the decision has been made to ship the 
driver on 2 disks to accomodate this. 
10 The processing flow shown in Figure 6 for the three possible print options of automatic or manual colour 

or monochrome will be apparent to the skilled person without specific description of the various steps shown. 

Figure 7 shows a processing flow chart for pages containing various types of object The first step in the 
process is to determine the element or object type. In dependence upon the object type, processing continues 
along specific paths to set the halftone, noise dither, cluster dither and pattern dither appropriate for the iden- 
15 tif ied object. In the case of photographs, the routine allows for the selection of three different print modes: 
fast, normal and high quality. The various steps in the flow chart will be apparent to the skilled person without 
further explanation herein. 

Figure 8 shows an embodiment of flow chart for adjusting the colour settings manually, in which case each 
adjustment is made in dependence upon the determined object type. The flow chart will be self-explanatory 
20 to the skilled person. 

There are two possible implementations of "Scatter for Photos" 93, both already introduced above. One 
is the "HPL Noise with CV" dither 21 — sometimes called simply "CV Noise" or "Special Dither". In the preferred 
embodiment this is the default, since it is fast and gives better output quality (when compared to cluster or pat- 
tern) for raster images. The other implementation is "CMYK Error Diffusion" 22, which as previously noted pro- 
25 vides even better quality but with a significant degradation in speed. 

The selection between the two is based on the user-interface Print Quality 65 mode setting. The High Qual- 
ity 66 setting automatically selects CMYK Error Diffusion 22, whereas each of the Fast 68 and Normal 68 set- 
tings selects CV Noise 21 . 

The total number of color-correction lookup tables or "maps* needed is also represented in Tables 2 and 
30 3. Eleven maps are needed for all the combinations of color-matching modes and halftoning methods. This is 
a significant increase in the number of maps provided as part of a color-printer driver, relative to the prior art. 

As Fig. 9 shows, the input to the entire system is twenty-four-bit RGB, and the output is three-bit RGB 
sent to the printer. The steps involved are: choosing one of the color maps (HMS/Vivid, Accurate, or none) and 
mapping the color to another twenty-four-bit RGB value - and then going on to halftoning methods. 
35 in the case of Noise Dither 21, preambles to halftoning are conversion 25 of the second twenty-four-bit 

RGB values to CV space, and some color processing 26in CV space; then the halftoning 27 is done in CV space. 
For Cluster 91, Pattern 92 and Error Diffusion 22, the preferred embodiment performs the halftoning in RGB 
space. 

40 



45 



50 



55 
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Table 4: Assignment of rendition functions 
for object types 



Type 



All Text 



All Graphics Objects 



1-, 4-, 
and 8-bit 
photo- 
like 
images 



Cluster or Pattern 
Halftoning 



Scatter 
Half- 
Toning 



Noise 



Err. Diff- 



Rendering 
location 



Printer 



All 24-bit photo-like images 



Windows 
Driver 



Normal/Fast 



High Quality 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



55 



The color-matching portion of the color path is always done in the driver 32. The CV processing and half- 
toning 21-27, 91-93 are done either in the driver 32 or in the printer 56, depending on the type 41-43 of object 
being rendered. 

Table 4 shows where objects of different types are rendered. All objects that are not already rendered in 
the application 31 (which is to say, most objects) are either rendered in the Windows driver or in the printer 56 
firmware. 

For objects that are to be rendered in the printer 56, color processing is first done in the driver 32 -this 
encompasses the Color Matching 81, Lightness slider 96, and Lookup-Table (Pantone) Colors 97 settings. 
Then the object is sent from the Windows driver to the printer with associated twenty-four-bit final RGB values. 

Based on the user's halftoning selections 90 in the user interface 80 — or on the automatic halftoning in- 
vocations 93 etc. based on the user's mode selections 65-68 — a command is also sent to the printer 56 to set 
the appropriate rendering mode 21/22/91/92 in the printer. The printer firmware 56 is then responsible for ren- 
dering all the objects and, in some cases, for seating raster images. 

As Table 4 indicates, the only objects that are rendered in the Windows driver are photograph-like images 
that use the Scatter halftoning 93, and all 24-bit photo-like images. The reason the Scatter halftoning 93 is 
rendered in the driver is that not all printers support the Scatter mode 93; and the only way to support both 
Error Diffusion 22 and Noise dither 21 on all printers is to provide them in the driver. 

The twenty-four-bit images are rendered in the driver regardless of the halftoning mode in order to mini- 
mize the amount of data sent over the printer interface. Each twenty-four-bit RGB pixel is ordinarily half toned 
down to three bits per pixel, which inherently provides an eight-to-one compression — in addition to the printer- 
command-line compression on those three-bit pixels. 

It will thus be appreciated from the foregoing description that many improvements can be provided. 

In the past users have only had limited control in the selection of rendering options and color-correction 
options. That is, they have been limited to choosing one particular rendering option and/or one particular color- 
correction option for an entire document. 

With the preferred embodiments, on one hand it is possible for a sophisticated user to select an indepen- 
dent rendering option and independent color-correction option for each type of object (e. g. , text, business 
graphics, and photographic images). For example, in the printer-driver dialog screens shown in the drawings, 
a user can select.a Scatter 93 halftone for photographic images, a Pattern 92 halftone for business graphics, 
and a Cluster 91 halftone for text 

In addition, color-correction options can be chosen for each object type independently of the halftoning 
method. This independent control of halftoning and color correction for each object gives the sophisticated user 
a multitude of options and thus very fine control of the quality and appearance of the printed output 

On the other hand, for hurried or unsophisticated users — or those preparing material in which color quality 
is not crucial — there is the ability to render and color-correct objects based on their respective types, wtn 
defaults and a minimum of decision-making (e. g. , selection of "Fast" 68 and "Automatic Color" 62). Hence it 
is possible to preselect halftoning and color-correction options that are normally the best for each object type 
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41-43. 

Thus there can be provided an automatic default that produces the best quality output for most users of 
a particular printer — but also optional manual settings that can be changed by the more-demanding user. 
Furthermore, as set forth earlier another printout quality feature is preferably automatically implemented 
s as a default in the printer system. For example, in conceiving the preferred embodiment it was determined that 
users prefer a particular error-diffusion halftoning 22 over other kinds of dither halftoning. 

This selection has been incorporated into (or, as phrased just above, automatically implemented as a de- 
fault in) the print-quality print-mode options of the sort used by many manufacturers. Such print-mode options 
allow users to choose settings such as to optimize the printer technology itself for either faster output or higher- 
10 quality output. 

It was discovered that this option could also be used to control an analogous kind of tradeoff within the 
printer driver itself, and in particular solved the problem of selecting — with a minimum of human-user decisions 
and entry operations — a halftoning method to use for certain complex objects such as photographic images. 
Thus, if the user chooses a print quality setting of "high quality" 66, the driver will perform CMYK error diffusion 
15 22 to render all raster images (e. g. , photograph-like images), while settings of "Normal" 67 or "Fast" 68 for 
the print mode will cause the driver 32 to perform noise dithering 21 on all raster images. 

The disclosures in United States patent application no. 08/187,942, from which this application claims pri- 
ority, and in the abstract accompanying this application are incorporated herein by reference. 

20 

Claims 

1. A printing system for printing objects of a plurality of different object types; said system comprising means 
for determining the object type to be printed, a printer control device (44) including a user interface (60- 

25 99) comprising an option (62,63) for controlling two or more separate print quality characteristics based 

on the type (41-43) of object to be printed. 

2. A printing system according to claim 1 , wherein the print quality characteristics are automatically or man- 
ually controllable. 

30 

3. A printing system according to claim 2, wherein the user interface provides manual control of the print 
quality characteristics, including manual selection of halftone color correction and/or lightness range for 
various types of color objects to be printed. 

^ 4. A printing system according to claim 3, wherein said user interface provides default settings for said print 
quality characteristics when manual print quality control is selected. 

5. A printing system according to claim 4, wherein said user interface provides for the creation of new default 
settings for said print quality characteristics when said manual print quality control is actuated. 

40 6. A printing system according to any preceding claim, wherein said user interface includes an option to en- 
able printing of various types of object based on a preloaded lookup table. 

7. A printing system according to any preceding claim, wherein said user interface (60-99) includes a dialog 
menu including one or more selectors for invoking said control option or options and therefrom the print 

45 quality characteristics of the objects to be printed. 

8. A method of controlling the quality of printing of a composite document including different types of objects 
(41-43), comprising the steps of providing a user interface (60-99) with a first option (62) for choosing 
automatic control of printer output based on the type (41-43) of object to be printed; and providing a second 

50 option (63) for choosing manual control of printer output based on the type (41-43) of object to be printed. 

9. A method according to claim 8, comprising, during manual printer output control, the step of displaying a 
plurality of choices for halftoning different types of object, a plurality of choices for color-correcting dif- 
ferent types of color objects, and/or a choice for controlling the lightness of the printout of various types 

55 of color object 

10. A method according to claim 8 or 9, comprising the step of providing a third option (64) of choosing mono- 
chrome printing of the or each object to be printed. 
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